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Down  Under,  Turning  the  World  Upside  Down 

The  brochure  announcing  the  Triennial  of  the  Friends  World  Committee  for  Consultation  in 
Sydney,  Australia,  in  August  asked,  “Can  Friends  Turn  the  World  Upside  Down?” 

In  a somewhat  sobered  mood,  the  final  message  reflected  “We  had  not  expected  that  a few 
concerned  Friends  (280  from  21  countries)  coming  together  in  the  South  Pacific  from  scattered 
parts  of  our  bewildered  and  fractured  world,  would  find  . . . easy  solutions  to  its  suffering.  We 
came  to  find  signposts,  to  seek  a sense  of  divine  direction  and  purpose,  to  hear  the  cry  of 
contemporary^  man  in  a revolutionary  world.” 

We  heard  that  cry  not  only  from  the  victims  of  war  and  oppression  outside  our  small 
fellowship,  but  from  those  within  the  Society  who  today  are  suffering  from  political  evils.  One 
Friend  who  was  prevented  from  coming  pled,  “My  dear  friends,  in  the  midst  of  this  turbulent 
stream  of  sufferings  and  tribulations,  I shout  like  a Macedonian,  ‘Come  over  here  and  help  us!’  ” 

The  message  reported  our  search  for  directions  not  only  for  the  world,  but  for  unity  and 
understanding  within  our  own  fellowship: 

“Though  we  have  been  reminded  how  far  we  have  come  since  1967  (the  last  World  Conference 
of  Friends)  in  understanding  the  common  spiritual  basis  of  our  mission  and  service,  we  see 
ourselves  as  children  groping  toward  the  Light.  The  inequality  of  the  sharing  of  the  world’s 
resources;  the  knowledge  that  many  of  us  have  so  encumbered  ourselves  with  miaterial  possessions 
that  we  are  burdened  by  the  weight  of  our  own  'progixss’;  our  realization  that  we  have  heard  so 
few  cries  for  help  because  we  would  not  or  could  not  listen;  our  complicity  with  racism,  so 
prevalent  in  our  predominantly  Anglo- European  society;  these  are  some  of  the  things  we  have 
realized  anew.  We  have  been  called  again  to  the  proclamation  of  our  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  to 
the  joy  which  arises  from  faithful  witness,  the  joy  which  has  truly  united  us  here  in  the 
fellowship  of  love. 

The  FWCC  is  relatively  young  as  Quaker  organizations  go.  Begun  36  years  ago,  it  is  the  only 
world  body  of  Friends  and  has  the  job  of  encouraging  consultation  and  cooperation  in  different 
kinds  of  Quaker  international  work.  The  Triennial  meetings  are  essentially  business  sessions  of  the 
committee,  but  they  also  provide  opportunity  for  Quakers  to  take  stock  of  themselves  and  their 
world.  In  addition  to  the  business  session,  the  meetings  featured  a three  day  conference  on 
“Friends  in  a Changing,  Challenging  World  of  Asia,”  reported  in  this  issue  by  Madge  Seaver. 

The  business  agenda  included  consideration  of:  (a)  Friends  missions  and  service;  (b)  the  future 
of  Friends  concern  for  the  right  sharing  of  the  world’s  resources;  (c)  the  renewal  of  the  testimony 
on  simplicity;  (d)  Quaker  work  at  the  United  Nations  in  Geneva  and  New  York;  and  (e)  financial 
support  of  the  work  of  the  FWCC  itself.  Let  me  elaborate. 

Mission  and  Service.  Wliile  the  Triennial  warmly  approved  the  recommendations  stemming  from 
FWCC  efforts  to  bring  Quaker  Mission  and  Service  bodies  together,  it  recognized  that  there 
continue  to  be  basic  differences.  There  was  agreement  that,  ideally,  mission  and  service  belong 
together  in  total  witness  with  its  roots  in  our  religious  faith.  Some  Friends  felt  we  needed  to 
proclaim  loud  and  clear  Jesus  Christ  as  Lord  and  Saviour.  Others  noted  that  some  Friends  do  not 
feel  free  to  preach  the  Christian  message  overtly  in  areas  where  other  religions  are  dominant  while 
others  feel  divine  compulsion  to  share  the  message  in  all  countries  and  cultures.  Still  others, 
especially  those  Friends  in  East  Africa,  saw  mission  and  service  as  closely  related  aspects  of 
Friends  overall  work  and  as  parts  of  a ministry  to  the  whole  man.  The  minute  pointed  out  that 
the  common  spiritual  elements  in  Quaker  mission  and  service  are  sometimes  obscured  by  exclusive 
and  narrow  definitions  separating  these  aspects,  definitions  which  often  ignore  the  overlapping 
elements.  Another  conference  among  Quaker  Mission  and  Service  bodies  is  being  planned  for  1976. 

(Continued  on  page  27) 
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Memorials 

FALLGATTER,  MARVIN.  Marvin  Fallgatter, 
of  Berkeley  Monthly  Meeting,  died  on  August 
22,  1973.  Born  on  December  31,  1905,  in  a 
small  town  in  Wisconsin,  and  graduated  from 
Antioch  College,  Marvin  came  to  the  Bay  Area 
during  the  thirties  and  became  a member  of 
Berkeley  Meeting  in  1940. 

He  was  by  profession  a nuclear  scientist,  by 
vocation  a teacher  and  craftsman,  and  he  had  a 
deep  concern  for  the  conservation  of  nature.  As 
an  industrial  consultant  he  had  a great  deal  to 
do  with  the  detection  and  prevention  of 
environmental  dangers  from  radiation,  and  his 
exposure  in  the  course  of  this  work  may  have 
been  related  to  his  final  illness. 

To  the  Meeting  he  was  known  as  a dedicated 
committee  member,  a longtime  trustee,  as 
treasurer  or  assistant  treasurer.  He  was  also 
known  by  his  mastery  of  woodworking  which 
he  ably  transmitted  to  our  junior  members  in 
First  Day  School.  His  woodworking  classes  were 
regular  features  at  Yearly  Meetings  and,  when 
his  last  illness  prevented  him  fron  attending  in 
1973,  were  continued  by  some  of  his  former 
pupils.  He  used  to  share  the  beautiful  products 
of  his  craft  generously  with  friends  and 
neiglibors,  and  many  a piece  fashioned  by  his 
loving,  skillful  hands  will  be  treasured  and 
handed  on  in  the  families  who  were  privileged 
to  receive  them. 

Marvin  is  survived  by  his  widow,  Frances 
Allen  of  Berkeley  Meeting,  her  daugliter  Ellen 
Smith  and  his  brother,  Dan  Fallgatter  of 
Wisconsin. 

A Memorial  Meeting  was  held  on  August  29, 
1973,  at  the  Meetinghouse,  where  Friends  and 
friends,  after  listening  to  a live  performance  of 
a Beethoven  string  quartet,  gave  loving 
testimony  to  their  affection  for  and  warm 
memories  of  Marvin. 

GREENE,  JULIE  SPENNER.  Julie  Spenner 
Green,  beloved  member  of  Santa  Barbara 
Friends  Meeting,  died  rather  suddenly  while  in 
the  Lompoc  Hospital  on  August  27,  1973.  She 
had  previously  been  a member  of  Friends 
Meetings  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Claremont, 
California.  Julie  is  survived  by  her  husband, 
Harry  Greene,  of  Lompoc,  her  son,  Thomas 
Carr,  of  Tucson,  Arizona,  her  brothers.  Carver 
Butler  of  Washington,  D.C.,  and  Roland  Butler 
of  Toms  River,  New  Jersey,  two  granddaughters 
and  two  great  granddaugliters. 

Julie  brought  much  joy  and  depth  to  the 
lives  of  others,  souglit  the  Light  in  others  as 
well  as  self,  and  will  be  tenderly  remembered 
by  many  Friends  in  PYM  for  her  heartwarming 
smile  and  countenance. 
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NORTH  PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OFFICERS 

Presiding  Clerk,  1974:  HAROLD  CARSON.  6465  113th  Ave.  N., 
Kirkland,  WA  98033 

Treasurer:  ELLIS  JUMP,  3027  NE  Ainsworth,  Portland,  OR  9721 1 

Archivist:  KENNETH  HOLMES,  410  Orchard,  Monmouth,  OR  97361 

Chairman,  Steering  Committee:  ALICE  DART,  1430  E.  27th  Ave., 
Eugene,  OR  97403  (Address  all  correspondence  to  Chairman,  Steering 
Committee) 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING  OFFICERS 

Presiding  Clerk:  PEGGEMAE  H.  LACEY,  128  7th  Ave.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94118 

Assistant  Clerk:  SHIRLEY  TWEED,  12585  Jones  Bar  Rd.,  Nevada  City, 
CA  95959 

Recording  Clerk:  ROBERT  SCHUTZ,  3587  La  Mata  Way,  Palo  Alto,  CA 
94306 

Reading  Clerk:  THOMAS  B.  FARLEY,  9 Cresthaven,  San  Rafael,  CA 
94903 

Statistical  Clerk:  ELIZABETH  DRAPER,  1611  Clemson  Dr.,  Davis,  CA 
95616 

Assistant  to  Statistical  Clerk:  GRACE  NODA,  340  Mills  Dr.,  Davis,  CA 
95616 

Treasurer:  ROBERT  YOUNG,  535  N.  Fremont  Dr.,  Pasadena,  CA91103 

Assistant  to  Treasurer:  ASENATH  YOUNG,  535  N.  Fremont  Dr., 
Pasadena,  CA  91103 

Historian-Archivist:  ETTA  VOGEL,  1678  Casitas  Ave.,  Pasadena,  CA 
91103 

Junior  Yearly  Meeting  Clerk:  BRIAN  HEILMAN,  5730  Shepard  Ave., 
Sacramento,  CA  95819 

Young  Friends  Contact:  HEATHER  RAITT,  903  Snyder,  Davis,  CA 
95616 


CLERKS  OF  COMMITTEES 

Bulletin:  BEACH  LANGSTON,  461  W.  Loma  Alta  Dr.,  Altadena,  CA 
91001 

Consultative  Committee  on  Organization:  GRETCHEN  TUTHILL,  1633 
Calle  Dulce,  Vista,  CA  92083 

Discipline:  JOACHIM  LEPPMANN,  449  Spruce  St.,  Berkeley,  CA  94708 

Education:  LEE  STEELMAN,  144  Avenida  de  la  Paz,  San  Clemente,  CA 
92672 

Finance:  HARRY  BAILEY,  4010  Telegraph  Rd.,  Ventura,  CA  93003 

Friends  in  the  Orient:  J.  STUART  INNERST,  5840  Camino  de  la  Costa, 
La  Jolla,  CA  92037 

Ministry  and  Oversight:  ASENATH  YOUNG,  535  N.  Fremont  Dr., 
Pasadena,  CA  91 1 03 

Ad  Hoc  Subcommittee  on  Homosexuality:  LARRY  JACKSON,  17522 
Horace  St.,  Granada  Hills,  CA  91344 

Subcommittee  on  Visitation:  LOIS  BAILEY,  4010  Telegraph  Road, 
Ventura,  CA  93003 

Nominating:  BARBARA  PERRY,  2737  Woolsey  St.,  Berkeley,  CA 
94705 

PYM  Holding  Corporation:  RICHARD  ERNST,  4 Presidio  Terrace,  San 
Francisco,  CA  94118 

Peace:  EARLE  L.  REYNOLDS,  P.O.  Box  573,  Ben  Lomond,  CA  95005 

Social  Order:  JEAN  FLORES,  4508  Gundry,  Long  Beach,  CA  90807 
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Friends 

World  Triennial  (Continued  from  page  25} 


World  Resources.  While  Friends  response  to 
use  the  FWCC  as  a channel  for  contributing  to 
development  has  been  limited,  significant  and 
growing  assistance  has  been  given  to  certain 
projects.  Wlhle  the  World  Resources  group  was 
laid  down  because  of  mechanical  difficulties,  the 
Triennial  could  not  lay  down  the  concern.  It 
asked  that  each  section  and  each  Yearly  Meeting 
find  the  most  appropriate  methods  of  stimulating 
interest  and  tangible  support  among  its  members 
and  encouraged  both  Yearly  and  Monthly 
Meetings  to  set  specific  goals  for  themselves, 
perhaps  in  terms  of  releasing  qualified  and 
concerned  members  for  overseas  development 
work  or  providing  the  equivalent  in  financial 
support. 


Simplicity:  New  Ways  of  Living.  The  sharing 
of  our  resources  for  development,  mission  and 
service  was  closely  tied  to  simplifying  our  own 
lives.  Marian  Baker,  a Young  Friend  who  has 
been  working  with  East  African  Friends,  noted 
that  the  cost  of  participating  in  the  Triennial  was 
about  equal  to  a full  year’s  wages  of  a Kenyan 
construction  worker  ($125.00).  Historically 
Friends  lived  simple  lives  in  order  to  follow  the 
Lord’s  will.  Today  some  adopt  simplicity 
intentionally  through  communal  living  or  pooling 
resources  to  free  themselves  or  others  for 
missions  and  work  for  social  change.  But  for 
most  of  mankind,  simplicity  is  compulsory;  the're 
is  no  choice.  Some  of  the  queries  advanced  were 
incorporated  in  the  minute;  How  do  we  simplify 
our  lives;  What  are  the  stumbling  blocks  in  our 
possessions?  How  can  we  simplify  our  conference 
sessions,  the  eating  and  living  arrangements?  Is 
the  FWCC  for  wealthy  Friends  only? 


Quaker  Work  at  the  United  Nations.  The 
FWCC  holds  consultative  status  with  the  UN 
Economic  and  Social  Council  and  with  UNESCO 
on  behalf  of  Friends.  During  the  past  year  staffs 
in  Geneva  and  New  York  have  taken  the 
initiative  in  working  for  the  recognition  of 
conscientious  objection  as  a human  right,  in 
sponsoring  a conference  on  disarmament  for 
Non-Governmental  Organizations,  sponsoring  and 
encouraging  others  to  sponsor  UN  volunteers. 


and  in  organizing  and  chairing  a committee 
preparing  for  the  Stockholm  Conference  on  the 
Environment.  Currently  the  budget  for  this 
international  work  is  about  three  times  the  cost 
of  operating  the  FWCC  World  Office;  90%  of  its 
budget  has  been  underwritten  by  the  Friends 
Service  Council  and  the  American  Friends  Service 
Committee.  The  Triennial  asked  the  FWCC  to 
call  an  international  consultation  on  Quaker  UN 
work  for  May,  1974,  to  review  its  purpose, 
future,  and  financing.  It  also  asked  Yearly 
Meetings  to  respond  to  the  concern  of  New 
Zealand  Friends  to  persuade  their  own 
governments  to  support  and  strengthen  the  UN 
and  to  help  develop  a growing  world  community. 


Friends  and  Financial  Support.  Friends  are 
not  doing  too  well  in  supporting  the  ongoing 
work  of  the  FWCC,  and  it  was  estimated  that  by 
1976  the  FWCC  would  be  bankrupt  unless 
Friends  both  corporately  and  individually 
support  both  the  World  Office  and  their  own 
Sections.  While  60%  (125,000)  of  the  world 
family  of  Friends  are  in  the  Americas,  in  reality 
only  about  40,000  Friends  support  the  FWCC 
through  22  Yearly  Meetings.  But  of  these  the 
bulk  of  support  comes  from  1200  individuals! 
The  World  Office  Budget,  excluding  tjie 
American  Section,  totals  $43  M in  1973,  and 
$55  M in  1976  and  is  expecting  a three  year  in- 
crease from  the  Americas  from  $23  M in  1973  to 
$35  M in  1976. 


On  the  final  day,  the  Triennial  protested  the 
French  nuclear  tests,  but  found  it  impossible  to 
cable  the  French  Government  because  the 
Australian  labor  unions,  as  their  protest,  have  a 
postal  ban  against  French  mail. 

Perhaps  the  Sydney  Triennial  did  not  turn  the 
world  upside  down,  but  it  did  find  some 
signposts  leading  in  that  direction  under  the 
leadings  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 


ROBERT  S.  VOGEL, 
PYM  Representative  to  FWCC 
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and 

Questions 


It’s  never  too  late  to  ask  questions.  The 
Regional  Asian-Pacific  Conference,  set  in  the  midst 
of  the  Twelfth  Triennial  Meeting  of  the  FWCC  in 
Sydney,  brought  us  answers  in  various  voices  and 
from  quite  different  perspectives,  to  questions 
which  were  never  asked.  Heinrich  Carstens,  FWCC 
chairman,  had  hopefully  named  the  conference 
“Friends  in  the  Changing,  Challenging  World  of 
Asia”  in  which  “Friend-speakers  from  Asia  and  the 
Pacific  Rim  will  introduce  us  to  their 
understanding  of  Quakerism  and  its  role  in  that 
part  of  the  world.”  A weighty  question  indeed  but 
dealt  with  only  obliquely! 

Perhaps  the  questions  which  speakers  were 
actually  responding  to  were  these: 

1.  Should  Friends  be  proclaiming  the  deepest 
Truth  we  have  found  to  Asians  or  should  we  be 
meeting  the  living  spirit  of  non-Christians’  religious 
experience?  Can  this  meeting  really  take  place;  i.e., 
is  there  a common  ground  for  us  to  stand  on  or 
must  we  speak  to  each  other  across  a deep  gulf? 

2.  How  do  persons  of  Asian-Pacific  cultures  feel 
as  a result  of  the  impact  of  European  culture? 

3.  If  Friends  engage  in  Asian  development  how 
can  they  avoid  doing  more  harm  than  good?  What 
kinds  of  aid  do  Asians  need  and  welcome? 

The  Backhouse  lecture,  usually  a feature  of 
Australia  Yearly  Meeting,  was  postponed  in  order 
to  be  given  at  the  Conference.  Yukio  Irie  in 
“Pilgrimage  toward  the  Fountainhead,  Quakerism 
and  Zen  Buddhism  Today,”  described  the  six 
Zen-Christian  Colloquia  held  in  Japan.  Inspired  by 
Douglas  Steere  and  sponsored  by  the  FWCC,  these 
intimate  conversations  revealed  that  Christians  and 
Zen  Buddhists  may  meet  with  love,  sympathy,  and 
appreciation  for  each  others’  insights,  even  thougli 
Yukio  Irie  concludes:  “Different  from  Zen 

Buddhism,  which  is  inclined  to  look  at  all  forms 
including  this  world  as  visionary,  Quakerism 
teaches  people  to  look  at  this  world  of  ours  as 
God’s  creation. . . .” 

Although  Maijorie  Sykes  could  not  be  present, 
her  paper,  made  up  of  several  earlier  messages,  was 
an  affecting  presence  which  continued  to  say 
throughout  the  conference:  “It  is  through  personal 
friendship,  and  perhaps  through  that  alone,  that 


we  may  enter  into  the  inwardness  of  other  men’s 
experience  of  God.  We  have  come  see  that  it  is 
wrong  to  judge  our  fellow-Quakers  and 
fellow-Christians  by  their  theological  notions  or 
external  rites.  We  must  apply  Jesus’  test,  and  be 
willing  to  be  tested  by  it  ourselves:  ‘By  their  fruits 
you  shall  know  them.’  If  this  is  true  for  those  who 
share  our  religious  heritage,  it  is  true  to  a much 
greater  degree  for  men  who  have  a different 
heritage  and  use  a different  idiom.” 

Everett  Cattell  took  quite  a different  approach, 
for  he  contrasted  Hinduism  and  Christianity  as 
systems.  However,  Everett  Cattell’s  confession  that 
he  found  it  easier  to  speak  from  a platform  than  in 
personal  dialogue  disarmed  his  critics.  His 
conclusion,  that  Friends  were  in  danger  of 
neglecting  mission  as  one  strand  of  primitive 
Christianity  of 'which  service  and  proclamation 
were  the  others,  also  had  its  effect.  In  a final 
evaluation  session,  a young  English  Eriend  said 
that  he  felt  that  the  evangelical  Friends  had  given 
the  only  prophetic  note  to  the  conference! 

The  next  session  brought  both  smiling 
refreshment  and  a violent  blow.  Murray  Short  of 
the  Bureau  for  Maori  and  Island  Affairs  in 
Rotorua,  New  Zealand,  spoke  briefly  of 
institutional  discrimination  in  this  country. 
Although  the  Maori  and  the  Pacific  Islander 
brought  us  gifts  in  their  religious,  social,  and 
artistic  values.  New  Zealand  rejected  these  gifts, 
working  only  to  produce  competitive,  academic 
and  technical  individuals.  John  Rangihau  described 
the  Maori  culture  as  well  as  his  personal  history. 
The  Maori  myth  of  his  descent  from  the  union  of 
the  earth  and  sky  led  the  Maori  to  regard  the  earth 
as  a sanctuary  rather  than  a productive  unit.  On  it 
each  tribe  builds  a marae,  or  Meeting  House, 
named  for  an  ancestor  and  conferring  warm 
security.  When  English  settlers  arrived,  John 
Rangihau’s  own  tribe  had  gone  to  a remote 
Northern  area  where  the  children  had  "absorbed 
Maori  values  without  conflict  with  Pakeha 
(European)  values.  In  John’s  time,  as  young  people 
began  to  go  to  the  city,  the  tribe  built  urban 
Maraes.  Therefore  tribal  identity  was  preserved. 

To  demonstrate  one  phase  of  Maori  culture. 
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John  asked  all  the  New  Zealanders  to  come  up  to 
join  him  and  Wena  Rangihau  in  a Maori  action 
song.  The  smiling  light  and  brown  faces,  quivering 
hands,  and  swaying  bodies  were  a demonstration 
of  more  than  a Maori  song.  Most  New  Zealanders 
have  learned  some  of  these  action  songs  in  school. 
It  was  therefore  a demonstration  of  a meeting  of 
Maori  and  Pakeha.  Our  spirits  rose  and  we  smiled 
with  the  singers. 

We  were  at  the  same  time  aware  of  the  angry 
face  of  the  Australian  Aborigine,  Ten  Watson, 
seated  on  the  playform  beside  Barrie  Pittock,  an 
Australian  Friend  who  has  given  much  of  his  life 
to  calling  attention  to  the  lot  of  the  Aborigine.  He 
told  us  that  the  infant  mortality  among  Aborigines 
was  200  of  every  1000  in  the  first  year.  If  white 
Australians  are  now  to  help  the  Aborigine  to 
struggle  for  economic  justice  and  human  equality 
and  against  alienation  and  death,  the  white  may 
find  himself  also  liberated  from  his  unconscious, 
built-in  racism. 

Ten  Watson’s  opening  was:  “Surrounded  by 
white  comfortable  people.  I’m  depressed  and 
angry.”  He  described  the  suicidal  despair  of  the 
Aborigine,  using  the  abusive  terms  and  violent 
language  made  familiar  to  American  Friends  by 
the  Black  Panthers.  In  the  exhausted  silence  which 
followed,  Kathie  Wilson  of  Wellington  may  have 
made  the  only  appropriate  response.  She  said,  “We 
appreciate  Ten’s  speaking  to  us.  He  needs  his  anger 
and  violent  words.  We  are  not  to  build  bridges  of 
reconciliation.  Let  the  sun  set  on  his  bitterness.” 

Two  Americans  dealt  with  the  theme  of 
Friends’  service  to  developing  countries.  David 
Scull,  whose  experience  has  been  in  Partnership 
for  Productivity,  a foundation  for  training  East 
Africans  in  management  skills,  emphasized  our 
need  to  know  well  the  country  we  work  in, 
especially  the  inner  personal  resources  of  the 
people.  Wallace  Collett,  from  the  experience  of 
AFSC’s  work  in  Vietnam  and  Bangladesh,  pointed 
out  that  we  can  alleviate  suffering  and  teach  skills, 
but  that  we  can’t  assume  that  we  know  the  right 
destiny  of  any  people.  Lau  Wai  Har,  a Singapore 
Friend,  left  us  in  no  doubt  about  the 
determination  of  Singapore  to  develop  in  order  to 
improve  its  well-being. 

David  ScuU  used  a haunting  figure  of  speech. 
When  he  flew  to  Khatmandu,  he  was  surrounded 
by  the  giants  of  the  Himalayas,  but  in  Kliatmandu 
the  giants  were  hidden  by  an  utterly  insignificant 
range  of  hills.  At  the  Conference  in  Sydney,  much 
of  the  business  and  some  of  the  talk  made  the 
peak  experiences  hard  to  realize.  Yet  these  are  the 
experiences  which  rest  on  our  hearts  and  minds 
and  thus  change  us.  This  alone  makes  the 
expenditure  of  vast  amounts  of  money  and  effort 


in  Conferences  worthwhile.  As  we  return  to  our 
Meetings,  we  may  not  bring  back  great  words  or 
great  occasions,  but  there  must  be  new  perceptions 
by  means  of  the  Australian  Aborigine  who  lost  his 
culture  when  he  left  his  native  countryside,  the 
creative  stretching  of  our  hearts  and  minds  in  the 
intimate  encounter  of  Worship-Sharing  groups,  and 
all  the  face-to-face  meetings  which  weave  the  warp 
and  woof  of  the  world-wide  Quaker  fabric. 

MADGE  T.  SEAVER 
San  Francisco 

The  Fish 

We  have  toiled  all  night,  O Lord. 

And  taken  nothing.  . . .” 


Boneweary,  with  aching  arms  and  eyes. 
We  row  to  shore  at  dawn. 

Our  bait  is  gone. 

The  puddles  at  our  feet 
Dry  out  slowly  from  the  edges. 

We  are  more  than  ready  to  go  home 
And  sleep. 

He  hails  us  from  the  shore. 

And  His  words  startle  us  to  anger. 

To  put  out  to  sea  again! 

To  lift  the  nets  and  let  them  down! 

We  have  fished  these  waters  out. 

We  know  that  here  the  sea  is  empty. 


“Nevertheless,  at  Thy  word.  Lord.  . . .” 


Our  nets  are  overrun  with  living  food. 

And  the  shining  scales  weigh  heavy  as  a question. 

0 how  and  why  in  us  this  miracle? 

We  are  the  fish  He  gathers. 

We  move  hungry  within  love’s  net 
Thrown  round  us  in  the  morning  sea. 

JEANNE  LOHMANN 

AphI,  1973 
San  Francisco 
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Sharing 

Together 


The  Faith  and  Life  Conference  between 
Northwest  Yearly  Meeting  (formerly  Oregon 
Yearly  Meeting)  and  North  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting 
took  place  October  12  through  14  at  Camp 
Tilikum  near  Newburg,  Oregon.  Twenty-two 
Friends  from  the  two  Yearly  Meetings  plus  Bob 
Rumsey  of  the  midwest  office  of  FWCC  met  to 
hear  and  react  to  two  papers,  learn  about  each 
other’s  Yearly  Meetings  and  share  together  in  small 
groups. 

Myron  Goldsmith  of  Northwest  Y.M.  read  his 
paper,  “A  Quaker  View  of  Authority.”  He  said  it 
isn’t  enough  to  say  God  is  the  final  authority.  The 
real  question  is  how  does  God’s  authority  meet  us? 
Barclay  upholds  the  inward  and  unmediated 
experience  of  God  as  being  final  divine  authority 
and  puts  the  Bible  in  a secondary  position.  Myron 
Goldsmith  felt  this  worked  in  Barclay’s  time 
because  most  Friends  knew  the  Bible  thorouglily. 
Trouble  came  within  150  years  as  Friends  made 
less  use  of  the  Scriptures.  In  reaction  to  this, 
during  the  1830’s  both  London  Yearly  Meeting 
and  Joseph  Gurney  came  forth  stressing  the 
primary  importance  of  the  Bible.  “.  . . of  this 
Divine  truth  the  only  authorized  record— a record 
at  once  original  and  complete— is  the  Bible.” 
(Gurney)  Goldsmith  feels  that  Gurney  found 
balance  between  authority  of  the  Bible  and  the 
Inward  Light  when  he  said  that  they  were  two 
practical  guides  to  rigliteousness  which  would  ever 
be  found  in  accordance  with  each  other. 

Ward  Miles  was  asked  to  prepare  a reaction  to 
Myron’s  paper.  He  pointed  out  that  authority  is 
often  the  attempt  to  pass  on  a direct  experience  to 
posterity.  One  pr  oblem  inherent  in  this  process  is 
the  recording  of  the  experience  in  the  idiom  of  the 
time.  For  example:  the  Bible  and  George  Fox  both 
use  the  idiom  of  monarchy.  We  need  to  translate. 
Ward  thought  a group  of  equals,  such  as  in  Quaker 
Business  Meeting,  could  find  present  truth  and 
divine  authority  by  listening  to  God  and  then 
using  the  human  method  of  consensus.  Ward  said 
that  it  isn’t  our  function  to  say  God  won’t  change. 
Whether  God  changes  or  our  understanding  of  God 
changes  isn’t  our  problem.  That’s  God’s  problem. 
Our  function  is  to  be  as  constant  as  we  can  be  in 
relating  to  God,  using  all  the  tools  we  have. 

Ferner  Nuhn’s  paper,  “A  Quaker  Approach  to 
Christ,”  concluded  that  Friends  can  keep  a 
creative  tension  between  the  universal  aspects  of 
Christ  (that  of  God  in  every  man)  and  the 
particular  aspect  of  Christ  (Jesus  Christ).  We  are 


asked  to  live  within  his  tension,  not  to  choose  one 
and  ignore  the  other. 

Milo  Ross  had  the  reaction  that  at  the  roots  of 
Quakerism  all  the  roots  of  the  present  splits  are 
there.  He  called  for  us  to  bring  all  our  roots  into 
the  present  and  become  whole. 

In  the  spirit  of  God’s  love  which  pervaded  the 
group.  Friends  felt  both  Yearly  Meeting  groups 
could  now  begin  to  be  open  to  ways  of  serving 
God  to  which  they  had  been  closed  in  the  past  out 
of  fear  of  being  associated  with  the  other  group. 
We  agreed  that  at  least  we  should  not  cancel  out 
one  another.  We  should  make  it  clear  in  public 
statements  that  we  do  not  speak  for  all  Friends. 
Friends  from  both  Yearly  Meetings  felt 
comfortable  in  directing  interested  people  to 
either  a Friends  Church  or  a Friends  Meeting, 
whichever  was  in  the  vicinity,  or  met  the  need  of 
the  worshipper. 

In  my  group  session  Friends  suggested  ways  of 
openness  to  each  other.  A Northwest  Y.M.  Friend 
thouglit  we  now  could  all  read  the  Bible  more 
openly,  and  also  that  PYM  and  NPYM  might 
consider  putting  Biblical  quotations  in  the  Faith 
and  Practice,  in  addition  to  the  Quaker  quotes 
already  present.  An  NPYM  Friend  felt  Friends’ 
Churches  might  consider  having  more  time  for 
silent  worship,  waiting  on  the  Lord.  It  was  also 
suggested  that  Unprogrammed  Meetings  set  aside 
times  of  exhortation,  teaching  and  preaching. 

The  time  spent  together  was  very  worthwhile 
and  several  Friends  feel  that  greater  exchange 
between  Northwest  and  North  Pacific  Yearly 
Meetings  will  be  of  considerable  benefit  to  both 
groups. 

NINA  JOY  LAWRENCE 

Corvallis 

Faith  d Life  Conference  Participant 

Reading 

“Homosexuality  from  the  Inside”,  by  David . 
Blamires,  was  published  earlier  this  year  by  the 
Social  Responsibility  Council  of  London  Yearly 
Meeting.  The  publication,  reviewed  recently  in 
Friends’  Journal,  is  recommended  for  your  perusal 
by  the  PYM  Subcommittee  on  Homosexuality. 
Copies  are  available  from  AFSC  Bookstores  and 
from  Gary  Miller,  member  of  San  Francisco 
Meeting,  3330  Sixteenth  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA 
941  14,  for  $ 1 .00  plus  25c  postage. 
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A Simple  Plea 


At  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  1 973,  Friends  were  asked  to 
fill  out  some  forms  giving  information  about  their 
Meetings  and  return  them  to  the  editor  at  that  time,  or 
send  them  on  via  the  U.S.  Postal  Service  following  PYM. 
While  I am  appreciative  of  those  Friends  who  responded 
so  faithfully,  information  has  been  obtained  from  only  six 
of  the  more  than  thirty  Meetings  within  PYM. 

Response  from  NPYM  has  been  more  heartening,  but 
unfortunately  the  information  forwarded  to  me  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Steering  Committee  is  now  outdated, 
and  it  is  the  wish  of  the  editor  to  publish  a complete  and 
comprehensive  listing  of  all  Monthly  Meetings,  Preparative 
Meetings,  Allowed  Meetings,  Worship  Groups,  Quarterly 
Meetings,  Half-Yearly  Meetings  that  is  as  up-to-date  as 
possible;  a new  appeal  is  being  made  in  this  issue. 
Hopefully  the  new  list  as  described  previously  will  be 
ready  for  publication  in  the  March  issue  of  the  Bulletin  if 
not  earlier.  But  such  a feat  can  be  accomplished  only  with 
the  cooperation  of  every  Friend  and  group  of  Friends, 
responding  as  soon  as  possible. 

I am  asking  that  all  groups  of  Friends,  no  matter  how 
small  size-wise,  respond  to  this  appeal,  including  those  no 
longer  within  the  boundaries  of  the  "old"  Pacific  Yearly 
Meeting.  This  should  include,  if  possible.  Friends  and 
Friends  groups  (unprogrammed)  in  the  following  states 
and  geographical  areas; 

Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Utah,  Idaho,  Colorado, 

Texas,  Oklahoma,  California,  Nevada,  Oregon, 


Washington,  British  Columbia,  Hawaii,  Alaska, 
Montana,  Wyoming,  Mexico,  Central  America;  if  I 
have  inadvertently  neglected  to  mention  any 
geographical  area.  Friends,  feel  not  offended! 

Such  listings  might  include  groups  not  formerly 
affiliated  with  the  "old"  PYM,  nor  presently  affiliated 
with  either  NPYM  or  PYM.  However,  if  affiliation  with 
either  of  the  above  Yearly  Meetings  or  another  formal  or 
informal  association  of  Friends  exists,  please  make  note 
of  this  on  the  form  below.  Such  affiliations  might 
include;  NPYM,  PYM,  IMFF,  Missouri  Valley  Conference, 
Quarterly  Meetings,  Half-Yearly  Meetings,  and  so  forth. 

At  its  meeting  in  October,  the  Bulletin  Committee 
approved  sending  every  Meeting,  Worship  Group,  etc.  a 
complimentary  copy  of  the  Bulletin  on  a monthly  basis. 
Someone  in  your  Meeting  or  other  Friends  group 
returning  the  form  below  will  guarantee  that  a copy  will 
be  sent  to  you  as  a complimentary  subscription  for  those 
in  your  Meeting  to  share.  While  only  one  such 
subscription  will  be  supplied  to  each  Meeting  or  group, 
duplication  in  returning  the  forms  is  invited. 

Thank  you  all.  Friends,  for  assisting  in  this  endeavor.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  Bulletin  may  bridge  the  geographical 
distances  between  us,  and  provide  a forum  for  all  Friends 
in  the  West. 

DENNIS  DURBY 
Editor 


DATA  FOR  MEETING  DIRECTORY 

Monthly  Meeting,  Preparative  Meeting,  Worship  Group  (circle  one) 

Its  Name:  

Where  It  Meets  

Time  of  Meeting  for  Worship:  

Time  of  Meeting  for  Business: 

First  Day  School? When  and  Where  It's  Held:  

Clerk  or  Correspondent  of  Meeting:  

Clerk's  Address:  

Clerk's  Phone  Number  (with  area  code): 

What  Regional/Yearly  Meeting  is  Your  Meeting  Affiliated  With? 

(Quarterly,  Half-Yearly,  etc.) 

What  preparative  meetings,  allowed  meetings  or  worship  groups  are  under  your  care?  Please  list  them  and  give 
the  name  and  address  of  the  clerk  or  convenor  (additional  space  on  back): 


Please  return  by  February  1,  1974  to:  MEETING  DIRECTORY  Friends  Bulletin  Box  4367  Pasadena,  California  91106 
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Willamette  Quarter 


The  four  Meetings  of  Willamette  Quarter 
variously  describe  themselves  as  “kaleidoscopic  . . . 
composed  of  a core  of  a dozen  families  surrounded 
by  a circle  of  beautiful  attenders  and  semi-active 
members,”  in  “a  condition  of  ‘loving 
disagreement’  about  just  where  we  have  been  this 
year  and  where  we  seem  to  be  going,” 
“lattice-work -like,  full  of  spaces,  loosely  joined  by 
something  strong  and  flexible,”  and  with  a “spirit 
of  cooperation  and  goodwill  (that)  reflects  the 
Spiritual  Light  we  seek  and  depend  upon  as  we 
each  accept  responsibility  for  the  care  and  growth 
of  our  Meeting.” 

About  physical  changes:  “We  have  come  full 
circle,  having  returned  to  . . . where  Meeting  was 
first  held  many  years  ago.”  “We  have  begun  to  tear 
down  the  old  Meeting  House.  ...  So  many 
memories  are  centered  in  that  old  building!  But  we 
must  look  to  the  future  now.” 

About  changes  in  people’s  lives:  “Some  of  our 
families  have  had  to  face  personal  problems  during 
the  year.  . . . The  sharing  of  their  problems  with  us 
has  been  a strengthening  element,  bringing  us 
closer  together.’*  “A  significant  number  of  people 
in  our  Meeting  have  invested  major  energy  in 
changes  in  their  own  lives  this  year.” 


About  concern  for  each  other:  “There  is  a 
desire  to  find  ways  that  bring  us  together.  . . . This 
desire  is  for  cohesive  interaction.  How  can  we  find 
a liveliness  together?”  “It  seems  to  many  of  us 
that  we  have  not  done  well  by  our  children  or  our 
old  people.  ...  We  ask  ourselves  what  can  be  done, 
what  should  be  done,  but  so  far  we  have  done 
nothing.”  “We  have  come  to  a greater 
understanding  of  ourselves  and  each  other  while 
earnestly  sharing  on  (a  variety  of)  topics.”  One 
Meeting  refers  to  “a  family  type  discussion  which 
turned  out  to  be  an  excellent  example  of  what  can 
happen  when  a child  feels  free  to  ask  questions 
relative  to  Quaker  practice.” 

About  the  search  for  God:  “Some  of  us  have 
wondered  why  we  haven’t  worked  harder  at  our 
religious  life  together.”  “How  often  are  we  made 
directly  aware  of  God?  Some  of  us  feel  ripe  for 
more  religious  searching  together.” 

(The  foregoing  represents  excerpts  from  State  of 
the  Society  Reports  presented  by  Salem,  Corvallis, 
Multnomah  and  Eugene  Monthly  Meetings  to 
Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting.  The  excerpts  were 
compiled  by  Barbara  Janoe.  —Editor) 


